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Introduction, Sir Richard Leese,  
Leader of Manchester City Council

Over the past five years Greater Manchester’s ten local 
authorities have made significant progress in their 
collective ambition to ensure that our conurbation 
can make a positive contribution to the economic 
competitiveness and productivity of the UK economy.
At the heart of this ambition is the desire to secure 
greater control and influence over those levers which 
would enable the region to maximise its economic 
contribution to UK plc. 

The establishment of the Greater Manchester 
Combined Authority (GMCA), the development of the 
Greater Manchester Strategy as well as the Greater 
Manchester Growth and Reform Plan, the Government 
signing the Greater Manchester Growth Deal, along 
with their approval of the Greater Manchester 
Devolution Agreement, have all been instrumental 
in building the strongest possible platform to enable 
the GMCA to drive forward and realise our economic 
potential.

It is onto this platform that the GMCA has sought 
to prioritise and promote propositions across the 
conurbation which can help drive our economy 
forward – creating new employment for our residents, 
building on our existing economic strengths, 
diversifying the economic base, and leveraging 
opportunities to attract major foreign investment. The 
establishment of the Manchester Enterprise Zone, 
centred on Airport City, is one such proposition that 
the Combined Authority has brought forward, giving 
its full support to Manchester City Council to help put 
in place the conditions to enable the Zone to realise its 
full economic potential.

Since the former Chancellor of Exchequer, George 
Osborne, approved the designation of the Manchester 
Enterprise Zone in January 2012, significant progress

has been made to move the Enterprise Zone from 
concept to the point where it is home to employment 
and wealth creating businesses. The pace at which this 
has been done is remarkable, testament to the public 
and private sectors working together to realise the 
full potential of the sites within the Zone. We remain 
confident that the Zone will fulfil our ambitions and 
create over 16,000 new jobs for our residents.

The establishment of Airport City Manchester and the 
joint venture with Manchester Airport Group (MAG), 
Beijing Construction Engineering Group International 
(BCEGI), Carillion PLC and Greater Manchester 
Pension Fund (GMPF) as equity partners to help drive 
forward Airport City, has been welcome development, 
strengthening the international appeal of the 
Enterprise Zone as a place to invest.

Looking forward we will see the establishment of 
an HS2 station at the Airport, which will not only 
consolidate the existing opportunities for the growth 
and development of the Zone, but it will strengthen our 
capacity to open up sites for commercial development 
in and around the Zone.

This will be complemented by the £1bn Manchester 
Airport Transformation Scheme, ensuring businesses 
located within the Zone have access to one of the most 
modern and customer focused airports in Europe.

In addition, DevoManc, the creation of Health 
Innovation Manchester and the Greater Manchester 
Life Sciences Enterprise Zone in 2016 will offer an 
unprecedented opportunity to raise the region’s profile 
as a life sciences centre of excellence. This will help to 
actualise the potential of MediPark, accelerating the 
growth of jobs and local economic benefits. 

The Manchester Enterprise Zone was established in 
2012. It centres on two assets that have great potential 
to drive economic growth, not just for the City Region 
but also in the immediate area. The main focus is on 
the potential of the Airport City development model, 
with the nearby MediPark proposition providing a 
further growth catalyst. Although work had begun 
through the Local Plan and Strategic Regeneration 
Frameworks to recognise the opportunity for 
economic growth related to these key assets, no 
further work had been done to bring the concept to 
reality. The transformation to date shows just how 
much has been achieved over the past five years and 
significant developments have been made on-site. This 
provides the ideal platform for long-term, large scale 
and sustainable investment in this area.
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Vision
The establishment of an Enterprise Zone provides 
important incentives for growth, but these can only 
be successful if built on a strong and commercially 
appealing offer. In the case of Manchester Airport 
City, this offer is clear. The Airport and University 
Hospital South Manchester are key economic assets, 
one offering connections to global markets and the 
other generating knowledge related to a growth 
sector. The Manchester Enterprise Zone includes 
complementary sites that will accommodate 
growth linked by supply chains and knowledge 
spillovers. With the right property and place offer, 
the commercial attractiveness of this location was 
unquestionable. The first five years of the Enterprise 
Zone have only enhanced confidence in this concept.

The selection of this location for GM’s first Enterprise 
Zone followed a comprehensive assessment of 
options across the City Region.The opportunities 
around the Airport presented the strongest option, 
with potential for short-term development to secure 
7,600 additional jobs.

In the long-term, it is evident that the potential 
for this area is greater, and there are related 
opportunities beyond the Enterprise Zone 
boundaries. Amongst these is the construction of 
an HS2 station between Airport City North, Global 
Logistics and Medipark, which will provide a further 
catalyst for growth. Whilst the Enterprise Zone 
proposition is substantial, the strategic approach 
to this area should recognise that there is potential 
for more. The Council continues to work with its 
partners to ensure that the momentum generated 
through the Enterprise Zone is fully exploited and, 
most importantly, does not fail due to lack of suitable 
development opportunities.

The most important challenge from the outset has 
been putting in place measures to achieve strong 
and sustainable growth. These are a precursor 
to successful delivery, and progress in terms of 
planning and development frameworks, governance 
arrangements, the procurement of delivery partners 
and infrastructure investment, all of which have set 
the tone for the emergence of an economic quarter 
of national significance.

Planning and Development Framework
The Council and Manchester Airport made the 
preparation of a clear development framework a 
priority, to simplify the process of getting planning 
permission across the Zone. The Local Plan created 
a supportive statutory policy basis. An overarching 
framework was then adopted for the Zone as a 
whole in 2012. Detailed masterplans have also been 
prepared for Airport City North, Global Logistics, 
Medipark and Wythenshawe Town Centre. These 
documents have been endorsed by the Council and 
give clear direction to potential investors ensuring 
that new development can progress smoothly and in 
a manner that contributes to the Zone’s objectives.

Governance Arrangements
Manchester’s Enterprise Zone is a complex 
proposition, involving numerous interests 
including Manchester Airports Group (MAG), other 
landowners, Manchester City Council, the other nine 
Greater Manchester authorities and development 
partners. A Manchester EnterpriseZone Strategic 
Board has been established to manage the 
operation of the Enterprise Zone, with membership 
representing Manchester City Council, Trafford 
Metropolitan Borough Council, Manchester Airport, 
the University Hospital of South Manchester 

(UHSM), MIDAS, MGC and the Greater Manchester 
LEP. This Board aims to ensure that the Manchester 
Enterprise Zone is able to maximise the potential 
of this location to benefit Greater Manchester. This 
includes managing the delivery of the strategic 
vision, marketing and co-ordination of development 
across the Enterprise Zone sites, and monitoring 
the performance of the Enterprise Zone against 
key measures including the fiscal and employment 
outcomes to be secured across the Zone.

Supporting the Strategic Board is a Enterprise Zone 
Landowners Commissioning Body chaired by MAG 
with the Chief Executive of Manchester City Council, 
UHSM and the Chief Executives of Stockport and 
Oldham Councils. This Body is the principal focus 
for ensuring that the Enterprise Zone is managed 
effectively in accordance with objectives and that 
the landholding interests across the Zone are fully 
represented.

Procurement of Delivery Partners
In October 2013, MAG announced the selection of a 
consortium comprising Carillion, BCEGI and GMPF 
as its partners to deliver development across the 
sites at Airport City North and Global Logistics. The 
development is managed by an inhouse development 
team, after the initial phase was completed by 
Argent in April 2016. Progress has also been made at 
Medipark, with a Special Purpose Vehicle (Medipark 
LLP) established between University Hospital of 
South Manchester NHS Foundation Trust and 
Bluemantle that will seek to develop and refurbish 
space for health care businesses. 

These partnerships bring the Enterprise Zone 
proposition further forwards, ensuring that the vision 
established at the outset is shared across a structure 
that is capable of delivering it on the ground.

Funding Infrastructure
The Manchester Enterprise Zone proposes a 
step change in the level of economic activity 
around Manchester Airport. This will require a 
considerable improvement to the capacity of local 
infrastructure. In order that infrastructure gaps do 
not block investment, work is underway to respond 
strategically to this challenge. This includes £1bn 
investment into improving facilities at the airport. 
Connectivity has been enhanced by the extension 
of the Metrolink tram network to the Airport, which 
arrived a year ahead of schedule. A further £6 million 
grant has been secured to boost energy supply 
around Medipark.
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Executive Summary 

There are many benefits to investing in Manchester Enterprise Zone; it’s a great place 
to do business for both new and expanding firms.

Offering over 200 acres of potential development space, it’s benefits include:-

• Up to 100% business rate discount worth up to 
£275,000 per business over a 5-year period;

• Excellent connectivity to road, rail and air links, 
including Manchester Airport, the UK’s largest 
airport outside London;

• Simplified local authority planning;

• Government support to ensure that superfast 
broadband is rolled out throughout the zone;

• Support from the Department for International 
Trade (DIT) for international business enquiries, 
and active encouragement from DIT and MIDAS  
to attract the best overseas companies to consider 
the UK, 2nd Manchester, as their global partner  
of choice.

Wider Strategic Benefits
There are many wider benefits which come with being a part of the Manchester Enterprise Zone. Investors 
enjoy a stronger public profile, due to government endorsement and visits from senior figures, such as that of 
President Xi Jinping to Airport City in October 2015. Enterprise Zone developments are also given additional 
visibility through marketing and communications such as a progress report and a purpose-built website. 
Regular Strategic and Collaboration Board meetings create a sense of collaboration within the zone, where 
developers and partners can discuss opportunities and issues which can benefit from the scale of collective 
lobbying and action.
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Atlas Business Park 
• Over 40 Acres of planned 

development

Global Logistics  
• 60 Acres for development 

adjacent to Manchester 
Airport

Airport City North
• 70 Acres for development
• 11,600 jobs forecast to be 

created

Roundthorn 
• 50,000 sq ft  of 

refurbishments and 
development 

• 45% of the site available

Medipark 
• Medical focused development
• 20,000 sq m planned on 

Baguley Square 

Wythenshawe
• Two Metrolink stations 
• Infrastructure in place
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Since the implementation of the Manchester Enterprise Zone in January 2012, there 
has been significant activity across the eight sites for job creation, land development 
and refurbishment of existing property.

Achievement and Milestones

546,000 SQ FT  
Space refurbished 

821,000 SQ FT 
Total development 

3,055  
Jobs created

One of the unique benefits of the Manchester Enterprise Zone is the fantastic 
transport links available including:
• Manchester Airport, the UK’s largest airport outside of London
• Metrolink 
• Rail

• Bus
• Road

• Bicycle 
• Pedestrian walkways

Transport and Connectivity

Since EZ designation in 2012

111 MILLION  
passengers travelled through 
Manchester Airport

6 MILLION  
passengers per year increase

£47 MILLION  
invested into infrastructure  
and development

63 NEW ROUTES   
from Manchester Airport to the rest of world 
including Hong Kong, Beijing, Boston and  
San Francisco
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Sector focus Offer to occupiers

Directly adjacent to Manchester Airport, Airport City 
is perfectly positioned for the UK, Europe and the 
world with over 210 direct routes.

Benefits include:

• New offices to meet 
every requirement

• A dedicated industrial 
& logistics park

• An advanced 
manufacturing 
cluster

• A wide range of hotels 
available

• Shops, bars & 
restaurants

• An established 
business hub 
with over 20,000 
employees on site

Airport City North

When EZ was designated

Masterplan launched by the previous 
Chancellor of the Exchequer, George 
Osborne, in January 2012 – unveiling 
plans for Airport City, the first of its kind 
in the UK. development adjacent to Manchester Airport

1 million sq ft  
of offices

650,000 sq ft  
advanced  
manufacturing

Up to  
100,000 sq ft of 
retail and leisure

Total end development value 
of Airport City

Approx hotel beds Total forecasted to be created 
at Airport City

£800M 2,400

70-ACRE /  
10-15 YEAR

11,600 JOBS

1

Sales & Marketing

Corporate Headquarters

Aviation

Shared Service Centres

Business Services

Education & Training

Technology Support

Overview of Offer
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Wuhan SquareShenzhen Gardens

Key achievements to date

Outline planning  
permission granted 

Jan 2013

Sept 2014

Oct 2015 Winter 2016

Oct 2013

Jun 2014

Joint venture partnership 

Hotel Plans

International roadshow  
to China, which attracted  

200 delegates across  
four key cities

PZ Cussons,  
agreed a five year  
deal to take circa  

6,000 sq ft of office  
space at 4M, within  
wider Airport City

President Xi Jinping of China 
was joined by former UK Prime 

Minister David Cameron to 
announce the £130m China 

Cluster at Airport City and the 
direct flight to Beijing from 

Manchester Airport

£15 million Enterprise Way Link 
Road infrastructure began at 

Airport City Manchester

Plans submitted  
for 350-bedroom  

Airport City hotel with  
Central Business District

Joint venture partnership 
announced by George Osborne 

in Beijing

MAG (50%),  
Carillion (20%),  
BCEG (20%) &  

GMPF (10%)

Medipark

When EZ was designated

planned initially on Baguley Quarter

At the Considerable infrastructure barriers including

development or occupiers

20,000 SQ M

INITIAL PLANNING 
STAGES

POWER 
SHORTAGES

NO

Sector focus Key achievements to date

Health care

Offer to occupiers

Benefits include:

• Clear sector focus 
and expertise

• Comparatively low 
density development 
offering a unique 
opportunity 
for healthcare 
businesses 

• Proximity to hospital

• Link to skilled 
workforce (hospital, 
university, wider life 
sciences expertise 
in area, esp. Alderley 
Park and central 
Manchester corridor)

Masterplan finalised and adopted and further 
definition of sector focus (health care, linked to 

Hospital and GM’s joining of health & social care 
budgets through GM Devolution)

Bluemantle / UHSM joint venture in place

£6m Enterprise Zone capital grant awarded for 
electricity infrastructure works to address power 

shortages  - with works now underway

Site enabling works progressed including decant 
of hospital back office functions to Roundthorn, 

creation of support space and  
car parking improvements

Discussions with potential occupiers underway 
and dependent on timing of further infrastructure 

improvements such as links to Airport and  
HS2 station  
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Global Logistics (Airport City)

When EZ was designated

Masterplan launched by the previous 
Chancellor of the Exchequer, George 
Osborne, in January 2012 - unveiling 
plans for Airport City, the first of its kind 
in the UK development adjacent to Manchester Airport

1.4 million sq ft  
logistics &  
warehousing

60-ACRE /  
10-15 YEAR

Total end development value 
of Airport City Manchester

Total forecasted to be created 
at Airport City Manchester

£800M 11,600 JOBS

created developed 

1,955 JOBS 821,000 SQ FT

1

Sector focus

Logistics

Development figures to date

Offer to occupiers

Excellent proximity to Manchester Airport and J6 M56. Benefit includes:

• Flexible plots available from 
20,000 to 600,000 sq ft

• Infrastructure and utilities in 
place

• Fast track delivery within  
9 months

Key achievements to date

Outline planning  
permission granted 

Dec 2012

Oct 2015

Sept 2016 Dec 2016

Oct 2013

Jun 2014

Joint venture partnership 

Nov 2013

International roadshow  
to China, which attracted  

200 delegates across  
four key cities

ALPHA, a speculatively 
developed 130,000 sq ft 

logistics unit, forward sold  
to GMPF for £12.2m

DHL announced as first 
tenant, taking 37,308 sq ft – 
commenced occupation in 

October 2014

Construction of ALPHA, the 
130,000 sq ft logistics unit, 

completed by BCEGI 

Joint venture partnership 
announced by George Osborne 

in Beijing

MAG (50%),  
Carillion (20%),  
BCEG (20%) &  

GMPF (10%)

Global Logistics

Amazon takes 
ownership of 
654,000 sq ft 

fulfilment centre, 
1,900 jobs created
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Regeneration Framework updated and 
adopted by Manchester City Council in 
December 2012. The Framework sets out how 
the Enterprise Zone provides the opportunity 
to deliver the vision for a successful district 
centre by creating employment generating 
floorspace and attracting a more diverse 
footfall into the Town Centre

Manchester City Council have secured 
possession of the former Shell UK site in the 
Town Centre. The old office development 
has been demolished creating a significant 
development opportunity in this prominent 
location at the junction of Rowlandsway/ 
Simonsway. The transfer/surrender date was 
23 October 2014

Metrolink opened to the public on 3rd 
November 2014, more than a year ahead  
of schedule (June 2016)

When EZ was designated

The commercial office buildings to the east of 
Wythenshawe are vacant and require significant 
investment to remodel and/or demolish this stock  
of properties. The prominence of the Shell UK 
building and the intention of Shell UK to vacate 
that building requires Manchester City Council 
intervention as the freeholder.

Sector focus 

Wythenshawe

Back Office Services

Data Centres

Key achievements to date

Offer to occupiers

Benefits include:

• Proximity to 
Manchester Airport 
and J4 M56

• Two Metrolink 
stations service this 
part of the Enterprise 
Zone businesses

• Infrastructure and 
utilities in place

• Fast track delivery 
within nine months

2 new sites in EZ acquired and 
refurbished by Bluemantle

Roundthorn

Key achievements to dateWhen EZ was designated

planned with initial refurbishments followed  
by long term new development

50,000 SQ FT

holding back investment

Short term 

LONG LEASEHOLD 
TENURES

to refurbish existing buildings to 
attract new occupiers

In need of

INVESTMENT

55%
of the site occupied

Offer to occupiers

Benefits include:

• Business rate 
discount popular 
among SMEs

• Good location 
and access to 
central Manchester 
(Metrolink) 

• Proximity to airport 
and UHSM

Sector focus

General office / industrial

£3.3m invested in regearing long 
leasehold interests by Bluemantle

£0.75m invested in refurbishing 
210,000 sq ft on Enterprise Park 
creating 210 jobs from 10 new 
occupiers – estate now fully let

Metrolink opened along Southmoor 
Road

£2m invested in acquisition and 
refurbishment of properties for the 
NHS to enable decant of Baguley 
quarter to proceed and safeguard c 
100 jobs

40,000 sq ft trade counter facility 
created on the old Habitat site

66,000 sq ft industrial facility let to 
Clothingsites, an internet retailing 
business subsequently acquired 
by JD Sports, creating 30 jobs with 
the potential for another 50 as the 
company expands

Hologic, the international diagnostics 
business, are commencing an 
additional multi-million pound 
investment in their 90,000 sq ft hi 
tech manufacturing facility as a result 
of the extension of the EZ announced 
recently, safeguarding 100 and 
creating an additional 50 jobs
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Atlas Business Park

When EZ was designated

Atlas Business Park has developed into one of South 
Manchester’s most established and mature Business 
Parks with over 225,000 sq ft already developed 
on the site. Occupiers include Cable & Wireless, 
Civil Aviation Authority, Coffey International, Simon 
Carves, Bowmer & Kirkland, EMCOR UK and 
Vodafone. The location boasts a range of Grade A 
office buildings set within a mature well maintained 
landscape coupled with unrivalled transport 
connections. Following an investment of £8 million to 
bring the site under one ownership, there is a mixed 
use masterplan in the pipeline to include office, 
industrial and leisure.

Sector focus 

Telecommunications

Project Management

Aviation

Engineering

Offer to occupiers

Benefits include:
• Prominent business 

park location

• Proximity to 
Manchester Airport 
and J4 M56

• Up to 40 acres of 
planned development

• Two Metrolink 
stations service this 
part of the Enterprise 
Zone

• 225,000 sq ft of 
developed offices

Key achievements to date

Infrastructure and utilities in place

Over 225,000 sq ft already developed on site

Letting agreed to Vodafone creating 500 jobs 
over 36,000 sq ft

Completion of Metrolink connecting Atlas 
Business Park to Airport and Manchester City 
Centre

Office lettings to a range of established 
occupiers

Investment and Milestones
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Airport City North

600 

20% 20%50% 10% 

Investment 

Upcoming milestones

to cover the CBD and Airport City North, with start of public realm & 
infrastructure works

Launch of more 

DETAILED DEVELOPMENT 
MASTERPLAN 

to mix of aviation and wider 
business occupiers

Existing office buildings 
(Voyager & 4M) 

97% LET
deal to be announced & 
construction to commence in 
2017

350-BED  
HOTEL

new lettings & expansion  
within Voyager & 4M

Jobs created

50%  

bluemantle
property

 

bluemantle
property

 

MediPark

Investment 

50%  

Upcoming milestones

of refurbished and new space

Masterplan finalised and adopted for

750,000 SQ FT JOINT 
VENTURE

electricity works underway 

Site enabling works

Discussions with potential 

underway

and marketing plan

£6MILLION PROGRESSED 

OCCUPIERS

UPDATED 
MASTERPLAN
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ALPHA logistics facility completed in 
December 2015

130,000 SQ FT Amazon take ownership of fulfilment centre  
in October 2015

654,000 SQ FT

821,000

Global Logistics (Airport City)

20% 20%50%  10% 

1,955 
sq

 f
t

Permanent jobs created
Increasing to 3,000 at seasonal peaks

Developed at Dec 2016

Milestones

Roundthorn

COMMERCIAL 
SPACE 

FURTHER 
COLLABORATION 

HIGH VALUE 
DEVELOPMENT 

safeguarded, including  
110 new jobs created 

of commercial space 42 ACRES 

372 JOBS 

of refurbished  
space510,000 SQ FT 

Upcoming milestones

Refurbishment of further 

INFRASTRUCTURE 
IMPROVEMENTS 

Planning for future 

with Manchester City Council to improve 
amenities and public realm 

Planning for new build 

in 2017 along Southmoor and Tilson Road

bluemantle
property

 

100%  

Investment Investment 
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Case Studies

To meet growing demand for its range of services, 
DHL has located a major new facility at Airport City 
South, becoming the first business to locate at the 
flagship Enterprise Zone development. The global 
logistics company has taken occupation of a brand 
new and bespoke facility totalling 37,308 sq ft.

Constructed in less than 9 months, the new DHL 
Service Point offers international services including 
a drop-off and collection of goods for delivery 
overseas, with local businesses and residents 
benefitting from a parcel drop-off and pick-up point. 
It has the most efficient operational processes and 
equipment and is armed with the latest technology 
and up to date MHE. It has also achieved a BREEAM 
Very Good rating, demonstrating Airport City 
Manchester’s commitment to environmental 
development.

“Our investment in this state of the art facility 
reflects the demand for British-made goods 
overseas. As the region’s economy goes from 
strength to strength, this new facility will serve to 
enhance DHL’s competitive logistical performance 
due to its strategic location, state of the art features 
and best in class handling processes. 

“The location of the hub within the Enterprise 
Zone will support future export opportunities for 
small businesses in the region, allowing British 
businesses to get their product to international 
markets with even greater speed and reliability.”

Phil Couchman 
CEO, DHL Express, UK & Ireland
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US coatings company Sherwin-Williams – owner 
of the household wood stain brand Ronseal in 
Sheffield, Leighs Paints in Bolton, and Geocel in 
Plymouth – opened their European headquarters 
at MAG Property’s Voyager building in Manchester’s 
Enterprise Zone.

The company assessed a number of alternative 
locations for their new European headquarters, 
and the benefits of Airport City – particularly its 
USP of unrivalled international connectivity – gave 
Manchester the competitive edge. This is a great 
example of a company choosing to reinvest in 
Greater Manchester having borne witness to the 
numerous exciting developments taking place here.

The headquarters houses the company’s corporate 
support functions, including finance, legal, sales 
and marketing creating 60 new jobs, adding to the 
650 plus people Sherwin-Williams already employs 
in their UK production sites.

“After a lengthy and thorough review of a number 
of European cities, it became very clear to our 
management team that Manchester offered the 
best in quality of life, business climate, connectivity, 
and real estate options in which to locate our 
European regional corporate headquarters.

“The team at MIDAS was invaluable in helping us 
through the site location process and providing 
timely and in-depth market information. The 
selection of the Voyager House at Manchester 
Airport as our regional corporate headquarters has 
put us in an excellent position our company to best 
serve our customers.”

Richard M. Weaver 
Vice President Administration  
The Sherwin Williams Company

Online retailer Amazon has taken 654,000 sq 
ft of space in the form of a logistics warehouse 
with mezzanine floor at Airport City Manchester. 
In October 2016 Amazon took ownership of the 
‘BREEAM Very Good’ rated property which sits 
within the Global logistics development in the 
Enterprise Zone.

The new Amazon site has created 1,900 new 
permanent jobs. At peak times around Christmas 
the seasonal temporary workers increase this figure 
to 3,000 jobs. Over 250 roles were filled by local 
Greater Manchester residents who were specifically 
trained for the Amazon opportunities. Amazon were 
assisted by local partners who delivered a large 
scale pre-recruitment drive which, attracted nearly 
1000 GM residents to local recruitment events. The 
partners also 

supported 500 people through a tailored training 
programme that helped them compete for jobs. 
Over 320 were offered jobs with Amazon, with 
70% of those having already started work. This 
conversion rate compares favourably with the 25% 
that Amazon usually experience when undertaking 
their own direct recruitment. 

“The news that Amazon has created 1,900 jobs at 
Airport City is tremendous for Wythenshawe and 
Greater Manchester as a whole. This development 
shows how attractive a location close to the airport, 
with its extensive connections and access to an 
appropriately-skilled labour force, is for occupiers 
who require a global reach.”

Sir Richard Leese 
Leader of Manchester City Council
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Enterprise Zone Partners

Enterprise Zone Supporters

bluemantle
property

 

Todaytec, one of the world’s leading manufacturers 
of thermal transfer ribbons (TTR), opened 
their European operations office in Manchester 
Enterprise Zone. Todaytec is in its fourteenth year 
of trading, and has become globally renowned for 
providing barcode ribbons. Operating from two 
factory locations, Todaytec exports its products to 
over 60 countries worldwide. The new European 
headquarters will focus on strategic business 
expansion and improved customer support.

The directors of the company, based in Hangzhou 
in Eastern China, were keen to open a UK and 
European base in the north of England. They chose 
Manchester Enterprise Zone after receiving support 
from the city’s inward investment agency, MIDAS 
and UK Trade & Investment.

“Manchester is a great city, with excellent global 
connections. We have many clients in the UK 
and Europe, so it made sense for us to open our 
European operation here.

“Manchester offers a low setup cost and possesses 
excellent infrastructure which includes a robust 
transport network, a strong business community 
and rich talent pool. Manchester Enterprise Zone is 
easy to access with very good quality facilities and a 
competitive price.

“With so many high-growth, entrepreneurial and 
inspirational companies who fit into our target 
client list we couldn’t think of a better location to 
base our customer service team.”

Jack Liu 
Director of International Business  
Todaytec



T:  (+44) 800 8499 747
W:  manchesterairportez.co.uk
E:  enquiries@magproperty.co.uk

Contact Us


